Device lets man, blind since birth, hear the sights of sunset: South Flori...

1 of2

Sun-Sentinel Gcom

SOUTH FLORIDA'S LATEST NEWS

CLASSIFIED
» Jobs ¥ Cars * Homes
» Place a classified ad

LOCAL NEWS
INSIDE NEWS

Nation/World
South Florida
Cuba
Obituaries
Traffic

Lottery results
Education
Legislature
Columnists
Consumer news
Condo Law
News quiz
News by e-mail

COMMUNITY INFO

Property Records
Immigration
Multicultural
Directory

Next Generation

CHANNELS

SOUTH FLORIDA

NEWS
Broward County
Palm Beach County
Miami-Dade County

Florida

Nation/World

Cuba

Education

Lotto

Obituaries

WEATHER
Hurricane
Web cam

SPORTS

Miami Dolphins
'Fins Insider Report
Florida Marlins
Miami Heat

Florida Panthers
High school
College

Golf

Outdoors

BUSINESS
Local stocks

ENTERTAINMENT
Movies
Restaurants
Festivals

Music

TV

Stage
Attractions
Nightlife
Celebrity news
Contests

CLASSIFIED

Jobs

Homes

Apartments

Cars

Personals

Place a classified ad

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/broward/sfl-ssec26apr26,0,74...

» Please register or login » Home Delivery
HOME | NEWS | SPORTS | ENTERTAINMENT | CLASSIFIED | BUSINESS |
WEATHER

SEARCH I @ site ©  Web enhanced by Google™ @

Device lets man, blind since birth, hear the sights of sunset

By Brian Feldman

Special Correspondent
Posted April 26 2004

Blind since birth, Adam Shaible now sees with his ears. & Email story
&h Print story
Outfitted with a tiny off-the-shelf camera and stereo
headphones, Shaible sees images through a laptop computer
that translate moving images into a real-time symphony of

sounds. His brain does the rest.

Since November
2002, he has
trained himself to
translate the
symphony of
sounds into images
so finite, he can tell
if a person's hair is
streaked.
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"It's not the same
as seeing as others
do," said Shaible,
37, of Pompano
! =~ _ 866-527-65121 Beach. "Being blind
- from birth, I'm still
e trying to get a
grasp on things,
recognize them. I want to know what everything looks like."
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He heard his first sunrise on Easter Sunday at St.
Martin-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church in Pompano Beach. To
the casual observer, he looked to the east wearing his dark
glasses. As the sun began to slowly rise over the horizon, he
heard a cacophony of low rumbling tones. The sounds were
soft at first and then grew louder, more melodic and more
intense.

"The tones I heard on Easter were soft melodies," he wrote in
an e-mail. "When the sun came up more, the melodies became
louder. You might say the orchestra was warming up for the
big concert and then they played their hearts out."

Shaible is a few semesters away from a master's degree in
psychology counseling at Trinity International University in
Miami. He had to take two years off from his studies to deal
with a serious bout of asthma, now under control. He is
married to Denise, 47, who will get her master's in psychology
from Trinity on May 8.

He admits to being a computer whiz, and found the device
surfing the Internet. A research physicist at Philips Research in
the Netherlands produced the first working prototype in 1998
of the "vOICe system." The three middle letters stand for "Oh,
I See."

Once per second, the laptop in his backpack scans the picture
from the camera, according to the vOICe Web site. Going from
left to right, it analyzes one tiny bit of information or pixel, one

4/26/2004 3:20 PM



Device lets man, blind since birth, hear the sights of sunset: South Flori...

2 0f2

SHOPPING
Advertisers
Newspaper ads
Furniture Row

EDITORIALS/LETTERS
Chan Lowe cartoons

THE EDGE
Multimedia games and
graphics.

HEALTH
TRAVEL

FEATURES/LIFESTYLE
Food

Home & Garden

Books

COMMUNITY
Calendar

TRAFFIC
Broward
Palm Beach
Miami-Dade
Maps
Directions

CORRECTIONS

OTHER SERVICES
Archives

Customer service
News by e-mail

column at a time. Each pixel in a column produces a wave
whose frequency indicates its position; the highest frequencies
are at the top. Amplitude, or intensity of the sound, is based
on the brightness of the pixel on a 16-tone gray scale. The
brightest pixels produce waves with the highest peaks; black
pixels, assigned amplitudes of zero, produce no waves.

"This has given me a new birth," Shaible said. "I can see now
and have a chance to learn to live all over again. I see the
world in a different way and really appreciate it. I can see the
sunrise and things like that, and do simple tasks. I like to look
at Ruffles potato chips or my coffee. I really can appreciate it."

Shaible revels in the fun part of seeing -- flying a plane using
an on-line simulator.

"I don't know what the ultimate goals of the physicists are in
helping people see," he said. "I know what mine is. Either with
this device or something like it, I want to drive a three-wheel
electric scooter with my wife on the back. She can't walk much
with her diabetes and bad back. I just want to be able to drive
from my house to the convenience store. Not much, just
neighborhood travel."

To learn more about vOICe, and to learn if you can see with
sound, go to www.seeingwithsound.com

Do you have a recent story of hope? Have you overcome
adversity in raising a family, been involved in a rescue or
beaten the odds medically? Contact Steve Plunkett at
splunkett@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4775.
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